CRICKET LITERATURE

MR. CHAPPLE says that his cricket anthology,
Some Cover Shots, is the first to be published.
This seems odd, but I suppose we must take it
from him : and if he be right, one can safely say
that his is the best existing compilation of the
kind. A better, nevertheless, is conceivable.
"As far as possible," he says, " the present
selection is taken from modern books/' Why?
Space, we know, is limited. It was quite right to
display, as amply as possible, the qualities of
contemporary writers such as Mr. Cardus and Mr.
Lynd. If the book were good all through we
should have no grounds for complaint, even had
dead authors been excluded completely. But the
book is far from good all through. There are too
many instructive and factual extracts, some of
them very bald; too much summary, of the
technique of cricket, and too many studies of
individual characters which are entirely lacking in
life. Cover Shots is certainly a misnomer for
many of them, which would be better described as
snicks behind the wicket or clean misses, though
I do remember a county captain remarking of a
friend of mine who played with him : " Smith has
only one shot, and that is a catch to cover/' * The
book might have been substantially improved by
the enlargement of the historical section and a
wider choice from the literature of the game.
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